
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



378 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Jan. 

authorized to take from the Library Douglass's " History of a new 
Miliary Fever," and Fitch's " Narrative of the Throat Distemper, 
as it appeared in New Hampshire in 1735," for the use of the New 
Hampshire Medical Society, he being responsible for the same. 

Meeting dissolved. 



QUARTERLY MEETING, January, 1825. 

At a meeting of the Historical Society, Jan. 27, 
1825, — the members present were, the President, Bow- 
doin, Clap, Freeman, Gardner, Hale, Holmes, Jenks, 
Pierce, Ripley, and Savage. 

The transactions of the last meeting were read. 

Samuel P. Gardner and Nathan Hale, Esqs., were 
appointed a committee to examine the Treasurer's 
accounts. 

A communication from Thomas Perkins, Esq., on 
behalf and by direction of the Directors of the United 
States Bank, relating to the curiosities, coins, and docu- 
ments deposited under the foundation of the Branch 
Bank, was referred to the Publishing Committee.* 

Voted, That it be always the duty of the Standing Committee to 
have a nomination of not less than three recorded by the Secretary, 
out of whom elections of members shall be made ; and, in making 
elections, the order of nomination shall be followed, unless the con- 
trary be voted by the Society, t 

Dr. Gamaliel Bradford, Rev. F. W. P. Greenwood, 



* Published in 3 Collections, I. 271-278. — Eds. 

t This vote was repealed at the next August meeting. — Eds. 
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and John G. Palfrey were nominated Resident Members 
by the Standing Committee. 

Donations * were reported by the Corresponding Sec- 
retary.! 

Meeting dissolved. 

* Among the donations given about this time was the sword of Colonel Ben- 
jamin Church, by Mrs. Anne Atwood, of Taunton, great-grand-daughter of 
Colonel Church. The following letter was written in answer to an inquiry 
respecting the genuineness of the relic: — 

"Taunton, May 6, 1825. 
" Rev. A. Holmes, Cambridge, 

" Deab Sir, — I duly received your favor of 2d instant, and now forward 
the sketch annexed, which I believe to be correct : — 

" ' Mrs. Anne Atwood, of Taunton, is a daughter of Mrs. Mercy Richmond, 
now deceased, the widow of the Hon. Perez Richmond, late of Little Compton 
(Seconnet), in the State of Rhode Island. Mrs. Richmond and the late Colonel 
Thomas Church (who commanded one of the Rhode Island regiments at the 
siege of Boston, and was afterwards a member of the Legislature of Massachu- 
setts, having removed to Dighton, in this county) were children of Thomas 
Church, Esq., a son of the warrior, and the author of the historical memoir of 
that war. The tradition in the family, which is no doubt correct, is that the 
sword and a gun, both belonging to the warrior Church, were given by him to 
his son, Thomas. After his decease, the late Colonel Thomas Church and his 
sister, Mrs. Richmond, who both valued these relics of their grandfather, took 
possession of them, they being the only surviving children of Thomas Church, 
the son of the warrior Colonel Church. [He] took the gun, and Mrs. Richmond 
the sword, and during the Revolutionary War she constantly kept it by her 
bedside, being in constant apprehension of an attack from the British, they then 
occupying Rhode Island. Whether she would have used it or not we cannot 
tell, but she was a woman of a daring and resolute spirit. After the death of 
her husband, Mrs. Richmond came to Dighton to reside with her daughter, Mrs. 
Atwood, and amongst her other personals she brought this sword. Mr. George 
Atwood, the husband of Mrs. Atwood, removed afterwards to Taunton, where 
he kept the hotel on the Green, where he died. Mrs. Richmond accompanied 
him, and she also died at Taunton. In this way the sword came into possession 
of Mrs. Atwood ; and, upon the solicitation of Mr. Crocker and Mr. Francis 
Baylies, and by the hand of Mr. Crocker, it was presented to the Historical 
Society of Massachusetts, and Mrs. Atwood intended to have it understood that 
she was the donor. When Colonel Church removed from Little Compton to 
Dighton, he left the gun with his son-in-law, Dr. Benjamin Richmond, to whose 
house it had been previously removed with the other personal effects of Colonel 

t Rev. John Bradford, chosen a member in 1798, died Jan. 27, 1825. A notice 
of him by Rev. William Newell, D.D., will be found in this volume on p. 382. 
— Eds. 
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ANNUAL MEETING, April, 1825. 

At a meeting of the Historical Society, April 28, 
1825, — the members present were, Bowdoin, Davis, 
Gardner, Gray, Hale, Holmes, Jenks, Kirkland, Lowell, 
Ripley, Savage, and Webster. 

The transactions of the last meeting were read. 

Mr. Ripley and Mr. Hale were appointed to collect 
ballots. 

The officers of the last year were re-elected. 

The Committee on the Treasurer's accounts made the 
following report, viz. : — 

Boston, April 28th, 1825. 
The undersigned, a Committee appointed by the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society to examine the accounts of their 
Treasurer, James Savage, have duly proceeded therein, and 
find the same well kept, correctly cast, and properly vouched, 
and report that the balance remaining in his hands this day is 
eighty-one dollars and thirty-nine cents. 

(Signed) Samuel P. Gabdnee. 
Nathan Hale. 

The Librarian having stated that fourteen pages in 
the copies on hand of the fourth volume of the first 
series [were wanting], it was 

Church for safety, he at that time living at Seconnet Point, which was much 
exposed to the incursions of the enemy on Rhode Island. The gun is now 
either at Little Compton, or at Westport in this State. Information can be 
obtained either by application to the Hon. Sylvester Brownell, of Westport, 
who married a daughter of the late Colonel Thomas Church, or Dr. John Wilkes 
Richmond, of Providence, his grandson ; and it would probably, upon request, 
be presented by either of those gentlemen to the Society.' 

" Any further information in my power will be cheerfully communicated by 
your obedient servant, Samuel Crocker." 

Eds, 
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Voted, That the requisite number be reprinted. 

Voted, That a committee be appointed to consider what measures it 
is expedient for this Society to take in relation to the contemplated 
transactions on the ensuing anniversary of the battle of Bunker 
Hill. 

The President and Standing Committee were ap- 
pointed. 

A memoir of the French Huguenots who settled at 
Oxford, Massachusetts, was communicated by Dr. 
Holmes, and referred to the Publishing Committee.* 

The Committee respecting the church records were 
empowered to communicate with the convention of the 
Congregational clergy and other ecclesiastical bodies, at 
their approaching meeting, on the subject of their com- 
mission. The two Secretaries were added to the Com- 
mittee. 

Dr. Gamaliel Bradford, Eev. F. W. P. Greenwood, 
and Rev. John G. Palfrey were chosen Resident 
Members. 

Voted, That the subject of the manner of making nominations and 
elections be referred to the Standing Committee, to report at the next 
meeting. 

Messrs. Pickering, Bowdoin, Nichols, and Merrill 
were appointed a committee to prepare and publish the 
second volume of the third series.! 

[Three Resident Members died since the last annual 
meeting, — W. J. Spooner, John Bradford, and William 
Winthrop. Notices of the two last named are here fur- 
nished. — Eds.] 

* This paper was printed in 3 Collections, I. 1-83. — Ens. 
t Hon. William Winthrop, chosen a member in January, 1820, died Feb. 6, 
1825. A notice of him will be found in this volume on p. 383. — Eds. 
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Notice of the Rev. John Bradford. 

The Rev. John Bradford was born in Boston, in August, 
1756, received his early education at the Boston Latin School, 
under Master James Lovell, and graduated at Harvard Col- 
lege in 1774, among the highest scholars of his class. After 
leaving college, partly through the influence of his pastor, the 
eminent Dr. Cooper, of the Brattle Street Church, he com- 
menced the study of divinity, and went through the course 
of preparation for the ministry usual in his day. This was 
at the opening of the American Revolution, and his entrance 
into the ministry was delayed by the troubles and agitation 
of the times. Soon after the close of the Revolution, he 
resumed his interrupted career, and, on May 30, 1785, was 
ordained to the pastorate of the Second Congregational 
Church in Roxbury. Here he labored faithfully and suc- 
cessfully in the ministry till 1823, when his health began to 
fail, and he was at length compelled to relinquish the duties 
of his office, though he still retained his pastoral connection 
with his people. He died Jan. 27, 1825. 

Mr. Bradford was a man of warm and sincere piety, of an 
upright and honorable character, of a most liberal and toler- 
ant spirit, in good esteem for his excellent gifts, his scholarly 
acquisitions and literary culture, his genial companionship 
and instructive and witty conversation. " He possessed, in 
a word," as was said of him in the sermon delivered in his 
church after his death, " the mind of a scholar, the feelings 
of the true friend, the manners of the gentleman, and the 
virtues of the Christian." "W. N. 
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Notice of the Hon. William Winthrop. 

William Winthrop, fourth son of the eminent scholar and 
patriot, the Hon. John Winthrop, LL.D., for forty years Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy at Harvard, 
by his first wife, Rebecca Townsend, was born in Cambridge, 
April 19, 1753, and took his degree at Harvard in 1770. 

Like his more distinguished brother, James, he entered 
upon the legal profession, embraced with ardor the popular 
cause, and is stated to have served as a volunteer at the battle 
of Bunker Hill. 

Not long afterward, he began to take an active part in 
local politics, was for six years town-clerk of Cambridge, for 
ten years Selectman, and, in 1799, State Senator for the county 
of Middlesex. 

George Cabot, writing to Timothy Pickering, Nov. 24, 
1798, says : " Gerry has assured some of our Jacobin leaders 
(the Winthrops, particularly) that the French are sincere in 
professing to desire an honorable peace with us." * This pas- 
sage refers to William Winthrop and his elder brothers, John 
and James, who were then active supporters of Mr. Jefferson. 

In later life, Mr. Winthrop turned his attention from poli- 
tics to agriculture, and to his library, which contained some 
rare works and interesting family memorials. He became a 
member both of the American Antiquarian and the Massachu- 
setts Historical Societies, and died unmarried, in his seventy- 
second year, at his house in Arrow Street, Cambridge, Feb. 
5, 1825. 

His heirs presented many of his pamphlets and manuscripts 
to this Society. B. 0. "W., Jb. 

* Lodge's Life and Letters of George Cabot, p. 186. 
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QUARTERLY MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Historical Society, Aug. 30, 
1825, — the members present were, the President, J. 
Bowdoin, F. C. Gray, A. Holmes, W. Jenks, C. Lowell, J. 
C. Merrill, B. R. Nichols, J. Pierce, J. Quincy, S. Ripley, 
J. Savage, N. G. Snelling, II. Ware, Jr., R. Webster, 
and T. L. Winthrop. 

A list of donations was communicated by the Corre- 
sponding Secretary, a part of which were referred to 
the Publishing Committee. 

The President made a communication requesting the 
concurrence of this Society with the Athenaeum, Acad- 
emy of Arts and Sciences, and the Medical Society, in 
the appropriation of three thousand dollars each, for 
the erection of a building additional to the Athenaeum, 
which shall afford the Societies convenient rooms for 
their libraries and their private meetings. Where- 
upon, 

Voted, That the proposition is agreeable to this Society, and that 
Messrs. Quincy, Gray, Savage, Snelling, and Nichols be a committee 
to consider the subject, accept donations for promoting the object, and 
report at the next meeting. 

The Standing Committee reported on the subject of 
nominations. 

Voted, That the rule on this subject adopted at the meeting in Janu- 
ary last be repealed. 

Voted, That the meeting in August in future be held at twelve 
o'clock M. 

Rev. Dr. Gregorio Fund's, " Dean de la Santa Iglesia 
de Cordova del Tucuman en America," was nominated a 
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Corresponding Member by Dr. Harris ; Hon. Dr. Manuel 
Moreno, of Buenos Ay res, President of the Academy of 
Medicine and Natural Sciences, by the President ; His 
Excellency Don Jose* Maria Salazar, Envoy Extraordi- 
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary from the Republic of 
Colombia, by Mr. T. L. Winthrop. 
Meeting dissolved. 



QUARTERLY MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Historical Society, Oct. 27, 
1825, — the members present were, G. Bradford, Everett, 
Harris, Jenks, Lowell, Pierce, Savage, Webster, and T. 
L. Winthrop. 

Several communications, made through the President, 
were referred to the Publishing Committee. 

The President, Librarian, and Recording Secretary 
were appointed a committee of conference with com- 
mittees of the American Academy and the Essex His- 
torical Society, on the subject of an application to the 
Legislature for the publication of such portions of the 
old State records as they may deem expedient.* 

Dr. Gregorio Funes, Dr. Manuel Moreno, and Don 
Jose Maria Salazar were elected Corresponding 
Members.f 

Meeting dissolved. 

* The printing of the entire records of the Massachusetts Colony, as was 
done under the superintendence of our late associate, Dr. Shurtleff, a few years 
ago, was a labor and expense not contemplated by the Society at this early 
period. — Eds. 

t Hon. David Sewall, chosen a member in October, 1791, died Oct. 22, 1825. 
A memoir of him will be found on pp. 389, 390. — Eds. 
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